
How to give a gift, especially to Mum.

Gifts can be tricky things. We all know stories of
people giving gifts to spouses that really were
something they themselves wanted. One husband
finally stopped giving his wife power tools for her
birthday, when she gave him a frilly nightdress for
his! To truly give a gift, you need to understand
what the person may truly want or need, you need
to get ‘inside the skin’ as it were. Then such a gift
goes straight to the heart.
We see this in the life of Jesus. One of the truly amazing things, I find, is that he lived our
human life for 30 years before he began his preaching. Given that he came from God, you
would have thought he would have come and just told us what to do. But no, he came
experiencing all our stages of growth. By the time he began preaching he was a very
mature age.  When Jesus offers us guidance for life, we know he has been inside our skin.
Mother’s Day is coming this weekend and it is very easy for us to presume that we know
what our mother would want – after all we have truly been inside her skin. We can
presume too much. A good idea over the coming week would be to ponder on our mother
is like and ask “What does she really want?” We may be surprised to realise that it is not so
much presents as presence.

Loving God, your Son Jesus experienced what is was to have a human mother, to
know growth as a human person. Send us your Spirit that we may live in awe at the
mystery of every person, especially our mother. We ask this in Jesus’ name, confident
that you will hear us.

Sr Kym Harris osb



Dear parents and guardians,

Welcome back to Term Two 2022. I hope you have all had a relaxing and restful break ready for another busy term. We
hope that our COVID challenges settle down although we have had a few sta� o� this week due to COVID. I have
attached the current COVID information that I sent out on Wednesday evening. We will be recommencing assemblies
and gatherings this term and we welcome parents and family members to volunteer to support in classes or with
reading and library.

I love interviewing the newest members of our school family (next year’s kinder kids) and their families and showing
them around our amazing learning spaces. I have begun this process this week and I look forward to many more
interviews.

We welcome back Mrs Tash Williams who has returned from well-earned long service leave. Tash will be teaching Year
Two. We also welcome back Olivia Peters as a teacher assistant. Olivia was our trainee last year working with Mr
Hutchins and in Prep.

We also o�cially welcome Mrs Kate Turner as Acting Deputy Principal for the remainder of the year. Kate has been
doing a fantastic job already in this role and it is great that she will now be with us for the rest of the year. If you haven’t
met Kate yet please say hello and make her feel welcome. Kate is an experienced educator with many years working in
a variety of schools as well as working at Catholic Education Tasmania in the Early Years space.

Our Years Three and Five students will be participating in NAPLAN over the next two weeks so we ask anyone in our
school to be mindful and quiet when they enter during class times. We also suggest that these students get lots of rest
and eat well during this time. If any parents or students have any concerns please do not hesitate to see myself, Kate or
your classroom teacher.

Go Jack Jumpers! How fantastic that we have our very own National Basketball team that has made it into the Grand
Final of the National Basketball League. Today it was great to see so many students joining in by wearing their
basketball gear or green in support of this team. We were lucky to have a number of prizes for the students and
congratulations to everyone who got a prize. We hope to see the Jack Jumper Mascot visiting our school very soon and
good luck to the team over the five game Grand Final series.

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY to all our mothers, grandmothers, step-mothers and mother figures.
We wish you a restful and relaxing day and hope your children spoil you as you deserve.

With every blessing

Mrs Jo Clark
Principal



COVID-19 Update  - Term Two 2022

Thank you for your continued understanding and patience as we navigate all things COVID related.  We
receive our advice from Public Health and Catholic Education Tasmania.

COVID Safe Behaviours
● Please use hand hygiene(sanitising or hand washing), cough etiquette and social distancing.
● Stay away from school if unwell, take a RAT/PCR Test.
● Continue to notify us if a student is COVID positive and absent from school.

Testing Positive
● Any sta� or student who tests positive either by RAT or PCR must isolate for 7 days as directed by

Public Health.

Masks
● All adults must wear a mask inside.
● All adults who are close contacts must wear masks when outside the home.
● Primary students do not have to wear masks.

Household close contacts - Household close contacts of a confirmed case are no longer required to
quarantine at home.
For a close contact to leave home they must:

● not be symptomatic (must remain at home if they are)
● return a negative test each day before leaving home for the 7 days following their last contact with the

confirmed case.
● All adults must wear a face mask in all indoor settings when outside the home. Primary-aged students are

not required to wear masks.

Cold and Flu symptoms
● If students present with cold or flu-like symptoms and are unwell they will be required to stay home or may be

sent home.
● If symptoms are mild e.g. a runny nose or sneezing or the student is not feeling unwell, they will need to have

two negative RATs on successive days to attend school.
● If students have allergies or asthma that presents as flu-like symptoms, they may be required to get a clearance

from their doctor.
● All students with asthma require an up-to-date asthma plan.

Provision of RATs
Due to limited number of RATs available, we are permitted to supply:
● 1 RAT when a student is symptomatic
● 5 RATs to students and sta� who notify St Paul’s Catholic School of household close contact status
● Tas Government have free RATs available for close contacts via

https://www.coronavirus.tas.gov.au/keeping-yourself-safe/testing-for-covid-19/rapid-antigen-tests-rats

Exemptions
● Exemptions from testing for COVID-19 are for 12 weeks since being released from isolation due to

positive COVID status.

If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact us at school on (03) 62 636482

https://www.coronavirus.tas.gov.au/keeping-yourself-safe/testing-for-covid-19/rapid-antigen-tests-rats




NAPLAN ONLINE 2022

The National Assessment Program-Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) was first undertaken as an online test in
Tasmania during 2019. Tasmanian schools will again participate in NAPLAN Online this year.

NAPLAN Online provides better assessment and more precise results. The assessments feature a tailored
test design where the questions a student receives will depend on their answers to previous questions.

NAPLAN testing will be held from the 10th to 20th May 2022.

Online testing will be available for each of the NAPLAN year levels (3, 5, 7 and 9).

NAPLAN assessments include four components: Writing, Numeracy, Conventions of Language and Reading.
Please note that all Year Three students will be completing a paper-based Writing Test.

Schools will receive reports and results for participants following the completion of the NAPLAN Online
assessment window. These Individual Student Reports will have the same format as in previous years. This
format is used for every student in Australia.

If you have further questions, please contact either Jo or Kate at school.



Kinder 2023
Applications for Kinder 2023 close today. Please contact us or come to the school o�ce if you would
like to collect an enrolment pack.



Adopt-a-Cop

On Wednesday the 4th of May, we were lucky enough to have a visit from Police Constable Ali Blackwell.

Although it was only a short visit, she was able to say hi to most classes to chat with lots of students and sta�.

Ali was happy to see everyone back from holidays and is looking forward to another visit very soon.

Here is a picture of Ali and Alisha Shearing in Kinder, who just happened to be celebrating her birthday!



Ludo Early Learning
Ludo is a play-based education and development program for children aged 3-5 years old. This is a
CatholicCare service delivered in partnership with Catholic Education Tasmania. Ludo is open from 7am -
6pm, 50 weeks of the year including school term holidays. Long day care, short day care and after Kinder
care are available. Ludo and Kindergarten sta� work together to deliver developmentally appropriate, play
based programs. Bookings can be made directly throughhttps://catholiccaretas.org.au/programs/ludo

Outside School Hours Care
Catholic Care Tasmania provides after school care at St Paul’s Catholic School each day. Care is available
each school afternoon (Mon-Thurs) until 6.00pm. Please contact Catholic Care directly at
https://catholiccaretas.org.au/programs/st-pauls

Upcoming Events

Date Event

Tuesday 10th May - Friday
20th May

Naplan Testing (Year 3 and 5 only)

Wednesday 18th May Year 1 Excursion to Transport Museum

Friday 20th May National Walk Safely to School Day

Friday 10th June St Paul’s Cross Country

Monday 13th June Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday

https://catholiccaretas.org.au/programs/ludo
https://catholiccaretas.org.au/programs/st-pauls





