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The First Law of Holes 

The school massacre that took place recently in Florida has shocked all of us and we can react in 
different ways.   I looked up ‘School shootings’ on Wikipedia: there is an entry for the entire world 
except the US while the US has its own entry.  In Australia and New Zealand, there have been 6 
shootings since 1923 while in contrast the US listing goes on and on.  Scrolling down instances of 
aggression after aggression, I thought there is more to this than guns.  So I was horrified to read of 
President Trump’s response of sending in more guns, that is more of the same when ‘the same’ has 
clearly not produced results.  The first law of holes is that if you are in one, you should stop digging.  In 
contrast, the response of the students seems to be just this.  They recognise that things have to be 
done differently.  They are not sure how, but they are asking the right questions.   

The tendency to dig deeper when we are stuck in a hole belongs to all of us.   We think ‘We know what 
we are doing’ but we haven’t stopped to ask whether we are getting the results we want.  Has your 
discipline of your children’s behaviour made them better? Have you controlled your anger, or your 
drinking or your weight or any of those things that you feel guilty or uncomfortable about?  Doing the 
same will not bring different results.   

The time of Lent is a call for a fresh response to the things that weigh down our lives and our 
hearts.  Jesus’ call to repentance is one to think about our lives and how they could change for the 
better.  One of the best ways to start is to stop, take time to pray, to ask God to help you see your life 
differently. Ask God how he views your life and what the good things he wants to lavish on you.  These 
will inevitably involve loving ourselves better and in turn our family, friends and community.  We do not 
have to stay in the holes we have dug ourselves into.   

Loving Father, you know my self-destructive behaviours.  Give me the wisdom of your Spirit to see how 
I can change and the courage to try new ways.  Led by Jesus may my love for my family and 
community grow.  I ask this in his name confident that you will hear me.  

Sr Kym Harris osb 
 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Thank you to the families that have supported a number of school events and activities already this 
school year. Last week was a busy one with the Swimming Carnival, Assembly and our Beginning of 
School Year Mass and Induction of School Leaders. We also commenced our Chinese Language 
Program with the Grade 3/4 Team and our Grade 6 class had a fantastic time visiting Mona on Friday 
afternoon.  

At our Assembly Mrs Whitehead talked about the Project Compassion Boxes that each child received 
last week. This is an opportunity for the students to save a little bit of money that will make a big 
difference in some of the poorest countries in the world. The children were encouraged to maybe go 
without something (eg treat after school) and then place that money in the Project Compassion Box. All 
boxes need to be returned before the Easter break. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Assemblies 

Our first fortnightly assembly was a great success. Our next Assembly is Wednesday 7th March at 9am. 
The Grade 6 Team will lead our next gathering.  As stated in the last newsletter we only inform parents 
if their child will receive an End of Term Award. It is quite an administrative task to contact and inform 
over 26 families each fortnight. Special congratulations to Natalie Matloob and Holly Parkinson who 
received the first Rice/McAuley Awards for 2018.  

Parent/Teacher Consultations (Prep to Grade 6) 

Our Compulsory Parent Teacher consultations will be on Tuesday 13th and Wednesday 14th March. 
These meetings are an opportunity for teachers and parents to discuss how the students have settled 
at the beginning of the new school year. It is only a short time frame, so if issues need to be discussed 
further a convenient time will need to be sorted from both parties. Mr Morgan will be sending home a 
form and putting a link on the FACEBOOK site that will take you to the online site to select your 
preferences. All families that have made their bookings by Friday the 9th March will go in a draw to win a 
$100 voucher from a local supermarket.  

State Election 

Please find further material attached to this newsletter about the upcoming State Election. I would 
encourage all families to read the information carefully and see what the major parties are promising in 
regards to Catholic Education.  

Congratulations – Miss Kaitlin Hawkins 

In 2017 St Paul’s was fortunate to have Miss Kaitlin Hawkins as a trainee from the AFL Sportsready 
group. Kaitlin was a great addition to our staff team and worked in a number of roles. It was very 
exciting last Friday evening when Kaitlin was awarded the AFL Sportsready ‘Trainee of the Year’. 
Fantastic recognition of Kaitlin’s hard work and commitment to St Paul’s and her study. This year we 
have employed Kaitlin in our Kinder. Another surprise was that St Paul’s was awarded the Host 
Employer of the year for our work over the last couple of years guiding and supporting trainees.  

Before School 

We are happy to supply supervision before school from 8.15am. Unless discussed with myself no 
students should be at school before this time. Between 8.15am and 8.30am students are supervised in 
the undercover area outside of Kinder. At 8.30am classrooms are open for students to get organised 
for the day. This term we also have a member of the Leadership Team on duty in the playground from 
8.30am to 8.50am. 

Car Park 

As mentioned a couple of times last year the car park continues to be an area of concern. Last week I 
was contacted by a parent reporting a near miss. I strongly encourage all families using the car park to 
be extra vigilant and drive slowly. The School Board will be reviewing our traffic arrangements in 2018 
to ensure the safety of everyone using the parking and turning circle.  

Kindergarten Enrolments 2019 

Our Kinder enrolments are open for 2019. It is crucial that all existing families enrol asap. We need this 
information so we know how many places are available for new families to our community. If you have 
a child turning 5 in 2019, please contact the school office.  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Enrolment to Catholic Secondary Colleges 

All families of students in Grade 5 (Gr 7 – 2020) and 6 (Gr 7 – 2019) should be seriously thinking about 
completing the required paperwork from your College/s of choice. Most Colleges are having Open Days 
in March. I would encourage parents to attend these sessions and also book a tour of the College if you 
require further information. Please see Mr Kelly if you have any questions or concerns. We were able to 
assist a number of families last year with the transition to secondary education, particularly around fees 
and other costs.  

Have a great week! 

Stuart Kelly 

Principal 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
	

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TERM	DATES	2018	
	
TERM	ONE	 	 8	February	2018	–	13	April	2018	

TERM	TWO		 	 30	April	2018	–	6	July	2018	

TERM	THREE		 	 23	July	2018	–	28	September	2018	

TERM	FOUR		 	 15	October	 2018	 –	 20	December	 2018	



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

. 


